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                                                                    UBANGI?                                   
                                                                   UBETCHA! 
                                                                                                                                                                                               MAKE PLANS TO JOIN US 

                                                                                                                                                                                                 AT THE 2010 REUNION   
                                                                                                                                    IN WASHINGTON, DC! 

              

 

“I wish to have no connection with any ship 

that does not sail fast for I intend to go in 

harm’s way." 
John Paul Jones, November 16, 1778 

WE INVITE YOU TO VIST THE WORLD FAMOUS FLYING UBANGIS ON THE INTERNET AT WWW.VA12.COM 
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2010 REUNION NEWS 

 

The Reunion Plans are in full swing now.  I 
have received 30 registration forms at this 
point.  If you are planning on attending, please, 
please send in your Registration form and 
check by the middle of April.  There are a 
number of things that need to be paid for in 
advance, so it is essential that I know who is 
coming and have the money to pay everything 
required.  Here again is the Hotel information 
that was printed in the Dec 09 Newsletter. 
Our hotel is the Crown Plaza Washington National 
Airport in Arlington, VA.  The dates are June 24 
through June 27, 2010.  Yes that is 4 nights.  We 
were able to secure a very good rate of $89.00 per 
night.  IMPORTANT, you must indicate that you 
are with the Attack Squadron Twelve (VA12) 
Reunion when you phone for reservations. The 
number is 703-416-1600 
 
 

REUNION 2010 PROPOSED PLAN OF THE DAY 
 
Thursday June 24th  Check-In           3:00 p.m.
    Ice Breaker           5:00 p.m. 
 
Friday      June 25th  Tour D.C.           9:00 a.m. 
   Return from Tour       TBA 
   Dinner Out     TBA 
 
Saturday June 26th Tour D.C.           9:00 a.m. 

  NM Plaque Ceremony      1:30 p.m. 
  Return from Ceremony            TBA 
  Banquet            7:00 p.m. 

 
Sunday   June 27thTour Arlington Cemetery 12:00 
     Return from Arlington    TBA 
    2012 Reunion Vote             5:00 p.m. 
    Dinner Out                 TBA 
 

Details above may change slightly, and the 
final Itinerary will be published on our web site 
the first week of June. 

 
WHITE HOUSE TOUR 

We may have the opportunity to tour the White 
House while we are in D.C.  Bill Heck is working 
on this.  We do not have a day or time yet, 
hopefully if we get our request in soon they will be 
able to clear all of us for the tour.  The Secret 
Services requires certain information.  Please use 
the Registration form listed on our web page, it 
contains the details that are needed. 

 
NEWSLETTER 

 
The Newsletter Editors continue to struggle with 
finding enough interesting or valuable information 
to make this effort worth doing.  When we first 
started this thing we had lots of people sending in 
articles.  Now it is rare to get anything.  I am 
attaching a list here of Newsletter subscribers that 
have not yet submitted something for the benefit of 
the Newsletter.  A simple bio, a photo, an old sea 
story or remembrance would help us to keep our 
publication going.  Please consider doing this.  
Thanks. 
Still waiting to hear from: 

 
Eddie Annibale  Larry Davis   
Rod Dunlap  Paul Englert 
Ed Fennell  Rich Forristall 
Dennis Gierahn Gary Hall 
Gerald Hoover  Ted Huzak 
Robert Kaplan  Jack Leach 
Edward Lewitz  Jack MacBain 
Dennis Masters Joe McFadden   
Johnny Miller  Frank Osborne 
Robert Parker  J.D. Rogers 
Dave Smith  Darren Whitehead

 Harmon Winborn 

   
 

TREASURY REPORT 
 

Previous Balance 1/1/10 815.10 

Dues/Donations & 
Reunion Fees 

403.11 
1575.00 

SUB TOTAL 2793.21 

Stamps  89.25 

Envelopes  19.04 

Printing  249.60 

CURRENT EXPENSES 357.89 

NEW BALANCE 2474.36 
 

 

NEW VA12 ASSOCIATION MEMBER 

 

Here are the names of our newest members 
joining our ranks since the last newsletter.  
 

Johnny Miller 82-86 
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   The following are excerpts from a book about      
    A4‟s in Viet Nam, sent to me by one of our  
    pilots Bob “Bolter” Brooks. 

 
 

ON THE COVER 
 

Grumman F8F Bearcat 
 

The Grumman design team's aim:  
1. Find the largest engine available. 
2. Stuff it into the smallest, lightest airframe that 

will hold it.  
Compared to its Grumman predecessor - the F6F 
Hellcat - the Bearcat was 20% lighter, had a 30% 
better rate of climb and was 50 mph faster. It was 
also considerably smaller in size, as it was 
designed to be operated from small escort aircraft 
carriers, something the big Hellcat rarely did. Thus 
the F8F Bearcat was intended mainly as a 
replacement for the obsolete F4F Wildcat, still the 
mainstay fighter of the many wartime escort 
carriers. 
 
F8F-1 
Prop                 4-Blade 
Engine             Pratt & Whitney R2800-34W  
                        Double Wasp 2,100 H.P. 
Max Speed      434 MPH 
Max Altitude    38,700 Ft. 
Max Range      1,105 Miles 
Rate of Climb   4,570 Ft/Min 
 
F8F-2 
Engine              Pratt & Whitney R2800-30W  
                         Double Wasp 2,250 H.P. 
Max Speed       455 MPH 
Max Altitude     40,800 Ft. 
Max Range       1,105 Miles 
Rate of Climb    6,300 Ft/Min 
 

The Flying Ubangis of VF-2A (renamed VF-12 in 
August 1948) flew the F8F-1 and -2 and the F6F-
5P  Photo-Reconnaissance Hellcat from May 1947 
until September 1950. 
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 SQUADRON  

REPORT  

VA-12 

  

 
 
 
 
 

A SESSION OF “ERROR ANALYSIS” AND COFFEE FOLLOWS 

EACH FLIGHT 

„MAKES HAY WHERE THE SUN SHINES‟  

 
PREFLIGHT BOMBING MISSION BREIFING IS GIVEN BY 

LT. MALEC 

LT. McCARTHY, LTJG. FLOYD SYKES ON THEIR WAY TO 

THE LINE 

McCARTHY TAKES A GOOD LOOK AT INTAKE OF HIS 

A4D SKYHAWK 

LTJG. JOHN SLOAN CHECKS BOMB LOAD FOR SECURING 

AND ARMING 
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  With a full year of concentrated 

weapons delivery training completed, 

Attack Squadron Twelve is now at 

peak readiness as it rejoins CVG-10 

for deployment aboard the USS 

Shangri-la. 

  Taking advantage of the fate that 

based them at Cecil Field, Florida, the 

Flying Ubangis have “rewritten” the 

competitive bombing record books for 

squadrons of the Naval Air Force, 

Atlantic  Fleet. 

  The outstanding target complex in the 

Jacksonville area and the 

predominantly perfect flying weather 

at Florida’s Gateway City have given 

VA-12 ample opportunity to conduct 

weapons delivery training. 

Such training has given VA-12 a 

definite edge on less fortunately 

located  squadrons. Because the 

Atlantic Fleet competitions and the 

“Top Gun” meet at Yuma were  

tremendous motivations, VA-12 never 

relaxed its drive to perfect the art of 

bomb delivery. 

  During the 1959 AirLant annual 

competitive exercises, the Flying 

Ubangis set records in over-the-

shoulder loft delivery, night dive 

bombing and the profile mission 

exercise. The 13 pilots who 

participated in these exercises won a 

total of 59 Navy E’s. Squadron 

skipper, Cdr. Bill Barrow, won an 

eight for eight. 

 After winning the AirLant Weapons 

 

Meet last fall, the five-man weapons 

team from VA-12 represented the East 

Coast in the Navy-wide Weapons Meet 

in Yuma and finished second. In this 

meet Lt. Joseph Malec, VA-12 

weapons training officer, won top 

individual A4D honors and was 

awarded the Herman trophy. 

  Since the Yuma meet, the Flying 

Ubangis have enhanced their record-

breaking spree by establishing the 

minimum altitude “skip-bombing” 

record, resetting their own over-the-

shoulder record, and breaking 

previously established records in 

medium angle loft, low angle loft dive 

bombing and rocketry. In short, VA-12 

“makes hay where the sun shines.” 
 

John Gynan 66-68 dug this these 2 pgs up 

form somewhere. 

 
 

 

  

   A „FLYING UBANGI,‟ RARIN‟ TO GO, TAKES OFF FROM NAS CECIL FIELD TO JOIN HIS FLIGHT IN A LOCAL 

BOMBING EXERCISE 

„DALY WAS DIVISION RUNNER-UP AT 

YUMA 

CDR. BARROW HOLDS „EIGHT E‟S FOR 

EIGHT” 

„TOP GUN‟ MALEC IS TRAINING 

OFFICER 
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FUTURE REUNIONS 

I have been trying to come up with a fair way to 
determine locations of future reunions and so far 
this is what makes sense to me.  If you have 
another idea, please let me know.  I would like to 
have a board set up in the Hospitality suite for the 
time we are in D.C.  Attendees would be able to 
write their suggestions for the 2012 Reunion 
location down.  At the banquet on Saturday 
evening, anyone wishing to speak on behalf of 
their suggestion would have that opportunity.  We 
will hold a vote, either that evening or Sunday 
evening and the two locations receiving the most 
number of votes will then be voted on by those 
current dues paying members that were not able 
to attend this year’s reunion.  Ballots will be mailed 
to those absent VA12 Association Members with 
our Sept 10 Newsletter.  As always I am open to 
suggestions or modifications of this procedure.  
Just let me know before we get to D.C. 

REUNION SHIRTS AND HATS 

Bob Fossum is taking orders for the 2010 shirts and 

hats information can be found at our website, or by 

emailing Bob rnfoss@aol.com 

 

This is a photo from Mrs. Swann of Jack‟s 
tours of duty. 

 

 
 
 
 

CHECKS 

Just a reminder, when sending me a check for any 

reason, please make it out to Joe Kyle, not Joseph or 

VA-12, or any other name that you wish to call me.  

Thanks. 

 
FLY YOUR COLORS 

 
    John Gynan‟s Truck 
 
 
 
          EDITORS CONTACT INFO 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Joe Kyle      10421 Barbara, Pinckney MI 48169 
(this issue)   Home (734) 878-0556 
                     Cell    (810) 923-4426 
 
John Larch  4689 Future Drive NE Salem OR 97305 
                      Home (503) 362-3550 
 

mailto:rnfoss@aol.com

