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From the Sicippar
Dear Families and Friends of V=12,

Wa thought you might appreciate a fin=-
Al note from the squadren prior to our lang
voyage home. Tt willl be 39 daye from Suble
Bay to Mayport beginning 9 November. We
should be sble to plek up and send mail at
our anroute stopa st Sydney, Ausiralia om
18 Hovenber, Wellington, New Zeplend on 22
November, and Rio ds Janeirs, Brasil on 06
Dacembar.

The officers and enlisted men of Vi=12
can b justly proud of thelr performance
over the past 8% months. Thay have merit-
ed the praise recelved from higher suthor-
ity as a squadron of Air Wing EIGHT. They
cartainly have my admiration and respact,
not only for & Job well dome, tmt for thelr
characteristic optimism, enthusiasm, and
good humor maintained throughout the erulsa
gven when conditions and worklosd were far
from cptimim. This is the mark of mature
men and it has been my good fartune to
garve with them.

&t the completlen of the srules slmoat
all will be transferred to new duty ste—
tions, A few will remain as the nuolecus
of tha "new" T&-12, I refer to the sgquad-
ron's tranaiticn from the ALD Skyhawk to
the ATE Corsair II. Our departing ship-
mates can count on our earrying on in VA-
12's fine traditiom,

In the meantime our thoughte are dir=
scted toward heme and homecoming om 17
Decamber - a date that has teken on B map-
ieal quaelity whieh will prowe diffienlt to
dispal,

Sinceraly,

O Gholers_

D. H. L. GHOLSON
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Operations

Sinee our Tirst dey on the 1ine wvay
back in April, the Fiying Ubangilas of Attack
Squadron TWELVE have distinguished then-
gelves as the squadron who can get the job
done, day or night, irregardiess of weather
or type of target. In establishing this
distingnished reserd, the Clinchers flew
approxiEately 2400 combat sorties, smass-
ing nearly 4000 hours of £light time. Al-
though theese figores may not sound impres-
aive, the hours alone are equsl to flying
argund the world five times,

Whet those figures unfortunately fail
to ghow sre the thousands of tirelees hours
put in by madntenamee personmel in getting
our aireraft ready for f1ipght and the many
howrs pot Iin by the pilots pricr to and
after a flight, The akdlity to accomplish
amy task, larpe or small, exhibited by the
Flylng Thangis has sarned the squadron &
dletingnished record, which iz & dirsct
result of the cutstanding teamiork exhibe
1ted by every member of the squadrom.

AFTER TV'E
BousHTALL THIS

The UPBANGIE jn Hepe Eong

After momthe of awtisipation and mum-
ercus delays, the USS Shangri-la pot inte
Homg Korg oo the 12%h of October for a wesk
of well eerned 1¥beriy.,

The of ficers and men of VA-12 tock
foll advantage of this exeiting eity, con-
gidered the bezt Iiberty port in WegtPas,

Eeoavise Hong Kong is a duty free port
1% ie kwowm = "the shopping center of the
Oriant®, Most of e In VA-12 were well a-
ware of the excallent btuys and returned to
the ship losded down with bargains and with
lipht wallets, Scme of the most comenn
purchases among merbers of the squadron
were men'e clothing, sterec equipmant,
wvatohes; and cameres. Hany of pa were ahle
to complete our Christmes shopping there.

Although most famous for its' shops,
Horg ¥ong offers a variety of interesting
gighte, which memy &f the man in TA=T12 took
in through verious tours of fered by the
ghip. Ore of the best, and most popular
was the New Territoriss/¥owloon Tour which
offered 5 vlew of the Hed Chikess Border
and Included en suthentle Chimese lunch,

Becadse there is 1o curfew In Hong
Eong, mamy Ubangis were allowed overnights.
The officers maintained a mometimss over-
erovded suite of rooms at the Fong Fong
Hilton, The highlight aof the stay for the
officers took place on the night of tha 15th
vien the sguadron’s newest Lieuwtenants held
their "Wetting-Dewn" party abeard the Hil-
ton's seheooner, the Wen-Fu, Tt wes & most
interesting evening, with the party in full
swing &8 the schotmer sailed arcund Hong
Kong Teland, stopplng in the fameme fiah-
ing village of Lberdeen o a Cantoness
meal shoard ome of Henmg Eopg's most famous
Fleogting restanranta - Tal Falk,

Tes can be pure thet we of VA=12 11
enjoyed ocurpelves %o the fullest in Hong
EKong, even unésr the threat of an erratic
typhoon named Eate, which at times wms head-
ing directly for uas, cmuaing one night when
borting had to be canceled, but weered awmy,
mich to our relisf.



THE_BEARDED WONDERS

Throughmt the cruise many Ubangis have been seen with & sirange growth appearing oo
their chins and upper lipa. Some af these "Wonders' ars shown bealew, GCash Frises
si1l be mmrded to the best thres at the end of this last line pericd. Good Luck COuys.
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L %5 R Dack Row: Joe TAYL(E, John MCLANE, Charlie JOHNSON
Front Row: BA11 THAASHER, Dan HISSAM, Roy SHIFLEY



Chief Ellis BOWERS being songratulated
by the Skipper on hia Fourth Good Con-
duct Award.

Advencenants
In ordar to stay up with technieal

aedvancss in todeys Navy, our men muet con-
stantly gtudy to cope with new and improv-

#d idens assccisted with thelir work.

Twice yearly, those whe have met the reg-
viremente, including time in the service,
mast really tuckle down and prepare them-

gelves for the Navy—wide tests for edvense-

mert in rate, Many "Clinchars" proved
their ability and have bean or scon will
be adwanced, Thess inclode the follow=
ing: ARMETOHG, -TrHl| -‘lml DTNETM, Hlﬂl'
ATK3; GARLAND, W.J., A03; HANDLEY, C.M.,
AME3; BICES, J.G., AN; JASMIN, L.C., TN3;
NORERO, E.C., AX3; SEARCH, N.J., AN;
EHITH' HlEl. -*-mj; mm, ﬂl“i‘ll Tﬂl
H-HEFIEH. E.E,. PREl_: HI:ETEE!'“q IT!HIH
hm}: and H'EI:JIHUI'P, JaFap eI, The
original exama for E-58 of all ratings
were lost at pea, so cur men had to Te-
take the testse and the resulte have not
vot bean pubhlishad.

Through recont re-enlistment, AMSZ
J. H. AUGHES and AC1 E. J. BUINAT will
be providing the Navy with more years of
dadicatad service. A hardy congratula-
tione 1e extended to these mem on thelr
fine parformancs.
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As the old eaying goes, "All good things
must end®, so mst a cruise come to an end.
I have my doubts on the mumber of pecple whe
will consider =n extendad cruise a geod
thing. MNevertheless, all hands asemed to
theroaghly enjoy mll of cur port ealle; Hong
Fong, Yokopuka and Ouebl, however their
thoughts contimmally stray to families and
loved cnez at home., With just a few days
1aft on our £imal 1ine parioed the air is
foll of articipation and talk of homa and
Christmas leawe, It has been my attempt, as
Publis Affairs Officer; to kesp you folks at
home abreast of Thang! happenings with our
Newsletters, This will be ouwr fimel lettier
to wou and I would like to take thils oppor-
tunity to thamk all of the contributors to
pravicus Newsletters, and in partismlar, =y
appreciation to Bob POSSUM for his typing
and Trux SIMMONE for his '"Smoopy' cartoons.

From all the Thangis, "See you all real

soon®.
Bi11l AVEETT
Fublie Affaire Offleer



THOUCHTS OF HOME

The warm feel of that girl of mine.

The lamghter of shildren,

Good, hot eaffes.

Hot having to wmit in 1line for govihing.

Tha fesl of thet whesl of thet swtemehile,

Hound=eyes in every female face.

The ambasence of hissing, banging, purgling, crashing and splashing.

The beanty of elesm, laundsred alothea,

The smell of grass, trees and breese.

The cold beer after work,

01d friends glad to ses me back.

The tears and chearsz from the dook.

The ohs and ghs on opening those gifts.

Watehing a football gmme on T.V,.

The morning newspaper.

Church on Sumday with the family,

The touch of o small daughter's hand in mine,

Enowing this eruise iz a thing of the past.
ICDR J. J. MCERIIE, USK
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