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SILIEER'S COMMENTS

Dear Squadronmates and Friends,

Since Attack Squadron TWELVE's retura
from & seven momth Maditerransan Cruise in
late July 1969 and oy assuming command of
this squadron in Septanber, thers have been
many new peraonnal ordered io to whom I
want to say "Welcoms Aboard®,

To those of you who have besn in ths
aquadren for pome time, this newaletter
oeeds no Introdustion, bot let me take &
momant to explain the porpose of such &
newalstiar to our newcomers;, and sspeaially
to the parents, wiveas, and sweetheartia to
whom this may be sant.

This paper tells the story of the hap-
ponings of Vi=12 in the warious departmsnts
end divigions that make up this sguadroo.
Bame of 1t la perlovs and & 1ot of 1% ia
humoreotis af we describa the changes of
persconel, jobe, and schedules within Va-=12.

Shortly before I took over as your
Selpper, word was recieved that thism squade-
ron was to increage in stremgth to 200 eo-
listed men, 28 offiners, and 16 ALC air-
craft in preparation for s WESTEAC Crulss
in March 1970.

Well, things really got tuwrned on and
we bad almsst reached that goal before
thore was & changs of plans., FReductions in
foros levels, sarly outs, and desommisioning

ol A% squadrons &ll around us kept us fighting

for our exiptapce, and before Christmas we
were ordered to eut besk ts 150 men, 23 of-
ficera, and 12 airplages by March,

ds you can imagine thers wes a lot of
fancy footwork golns on to trim oursslwes
baok down to this new level but not before
vo had goms through the accepitance and
transfer of 34 mirplanss, twos major air-
erafit modifisetion programs, and an watold
oueber of personnel transfers,

We exclanged ouwr older madel ALC SEY-
HiWK's for apethar ALC with a more power-
ful engins vhich wo endsaringly eall the
"Super Charlias®,

CDR. WALTER R. FETERSEN, USN
Commanding Officer

ip if these changes weren't enough, we
want on four training oruises during the
months of November, December, January, and
February, and were away from home s tobal
of 53 days during thet peried., Each time
we'd come back to Ni5 Cesll Field for a
coupls of weeks we'd have n nev modifisa-
tion or change aweliting ua and were either
Uving ouwt of a crulss bax or n tool box
during this time, It took mamy long hours
of frustrating work to take ocur planes mpart
end put them back together again in order
to make the next scheduled cruise. It
wag through the afforts of svery man in the
squadron, in every lewel of work assigmment
that kept the planes flying and doing it
"-EFIT-

Hake oo mlstake about it, I ainssraly
appreciate the part that sach man took in
aocomplighing this monumantal task and I
sepecially vant to thank the Farsnta, wives,
end sweethearts for their patisnce and
sacrifice for the loss of many procious
hours of homelife before this deploymant,

We are now deployed on and extended
combet cruise aboard the 053 SHANGHI-IA
in South Fast Asis (WESTFAC) as part of
the Seventh Fleet in support of ouwr forelign
policy in Vi

A

WALTER R, FETERSEN, CDR, U. 5. Navy
Commanding Officer
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Upder the able direstlion of LCDR JIM
(*THE BINGO EID") CURTIN, re-discoverer of the
infamous blue action routing slip, the Ad=

niristrative Department can most accurat
be deperibed as the "wheels” ththlgt:?
equadren rolling smoothly, JAlthough our con-
temporaries in the Maintenance snd Opers-
:ii:'wh often refer to cur efforts
derogatory nickranes as the 7
pushers” or the "paper-work factory®, tE:n-
Admin Team in reality 1s ever-searching
for ways to cot down on the unnecessary or
outdated papervork. Admin iteelf ls res-
Prasible for all squadron instructions,
notices, and all the warlous publicatleoms
and forms used daily to accemplish our
missicn. Other Admin responsibilities
inelude the oustody of olsgaified materisl,
officer service records, and the month-
1y pubmiasion of many types of reports
to verious higher suthoritise.

Within the Admin y BEVETEL
other divislon-level offices operate, usually
with some degree of efficiency. (But even
when wo lack efficlency, we still get the
job donel) The Leading Chief Petty Officer,
APCM FAIL AUTH, rume the wateh bill and
suparvises the writing of the Flan of the Day.
The Legal Officer, IT. (jg) MIKE (™MORT")
POET, offers legal assistance to all aquadron
peraonnel, He also seems to heve an abdlity
to beg more carrier landings than most other
new pilots. Tou're skizsed, KORTI

Another hard-working (7) scul in the
Admin is ADJY BILL JEWEIT, the

Unit Carear Information Comnealor. Having skated

through most of the training cycle back at Cecil
(by getting orders to 4 months in Memphis for
Aviation Machinist Mate Class "B" School), he's
finally back at work under the thumb of the Re=
tention Officer, LT. BOB EROOKS, who also acts
az the Poblic Informstion and Helations Officer
(and hence is sclely responsible for this liter-
ary masterplece. Aoy reproduction of this pnewas=
letter, or parts thereof, without the express
written consent of the HFL, 1s encoursged,)

We can't forpget the Eduestiem Offies,
under the directiom of IT. (jg) JOE ("DIG Mi=-
SELF") UEHIG. Ee's the man responsible for
ordering the verious correapondsnce courass
the men noed to advance, as woll sp admin-
istering all types of exmminations. Like
LT BROOKS and LT. (Jg) LAMNCM, his wife gave
birth to & second son in December

ADMTISTRATION DIVISTOR

Since our last neweletter, only one
Yeoman purvived the omslsught of separ-
ations and transfar orders — = YNZ
(“SHAKEY") JOENSON (although he is due
tranafer to shore duty in the next few
months. )

We have bid farewell to YN2 GHEAGOR
who declded om & elvilian career, and t
THEN MCLEOD; who received orders for
Bagio Sulmarine Training at New Londenm,
m"

We give our bello's to SN DAVE STEE-
BINS who came to us from VA-45, and is
now our Classifisd Material Control Yeo-
many also to SN LENNY JASMIN and SN ED
SUTTOH, who are pew stikers in the TN
rate. We all hope they recelve their
aropsed feathers by pessing the next
exem, The Strikers Thres are on their
firgt WESTEAC 4
forward to the famtaptis liberty avail-
eble in ports such as Olongopo, Fhilip-
EETLE 5 &-ﬂhj J‘m, mnd Hﬂlﬂ;, Bi
B.Ca; oot to mentien dustralia!

In the last four momtha Ad=in hag
besn plagued with an abmdant worklosd
such aF receipts, transfers and separe-
tions of guite a fow officars; Llas ths
normal 1fehour-a-day, B=a~waak
work scheduls to hendle the other exbre-

beve the "Saratogs Shrug®,; and keep ploc
ding on = = E0d O = = = =,




EERSCUNEL CFFICE

Embariing in the "Little Giant®, we once
again find that the Fersonnel Offiss hag
changed bends, The new Personnel Officer,

LT. (jg) JOHN "COSA NOSTREA" FILOSE, kmown to

some as "FILO", MR, FILO, MA. FILOSE, and
on the Foothall Fleld as BROADWAY JOHN,
(sorta like a certain Jet guarterback
naned Joe), runs his squad of men in m
never battls af lockdng out for the
Avinticon Persernel. BEls tean ip amall in
mmber (four to be exmct) but is very ef-
fecti e, agpressive, and Teliabls,

The new, very capable leader of the
team is PN1 GLENN HEFF. BHe hap just con-
pleted a MATD Cruise with the VA& "HLACK
LANCERS®, After that cruiss, Vi-f) wes de-
eoamisgioned, GLESN hmp done & bBit of reor-
garizing and aa the seying goes, "We never
had it =0 gosd®. Also a former "ELACE LiN-
CEA", FW3 MARTY LEWICEE, reported aboard
the pans time GILENN did., MARTY has added
to both the drive and effectivensss of the
Fergonnel Teanm, GLENN end MARTY w111 beth
be leaving uunna.ndﬂhgtnabunﬁut;rnn
the SEAVEY retatlon system, L4g faor theiy
erders, well GLENN is still witing, but
MRETE hae received orders to the Bscrniting
Station in Waghingten, D. C.. Now we can
Eet some men out of Washingtomnl PHI BOR
FUSSTH, the only menber from the
old office, has adapted to the pew routine
like & pro, A better mas could not have
been retained from the "old geng" than BOE.
Tufortunately for him, be will be
the eptire crulse. Tough luok BOBII The
oewest arrival, and a newlywed to baot,
ia F¥5E BOE BUDDELL, Prior to reporiing
to the "UHANGIS", he had just completed
Fi"A® School in Orlando, Floridn, Right
now B0B da TAD to the laundry, but will
goon be jolning the rest of the Personnel-
ken in meintaining service records and
other goodies.

Perzonnelnen are the direct link wlth
the Chief of Naval Perponnel in tho Eurean,
they nake sure the airdslss receive thair
"banndes®,

The First Ilemtensni Division bes mary
new faces since coming sbeerd the cruoiss
sbip Shaperi-la. The new FFC, ADRY DAVID
EFWIN comes to the Division for R&R from

the Line Division, Ee has had his hands
full with the change from shore %o ship
life for the aquedron, The "old hand® of
the Ddvialon ip AME3 "AL® SEELYE, who has
been keoping himself busy by dogping all
betches and setting meteris]l eondition
Yoks during the sll-too-mmercus Shang 0.4.
Drille. AL is DCPO as well as the

fen and elecirleal repair PO, Another old
face i AN OJIN" ERAMFN, who spenda almost
aE much time with his hends on a buffer ag
he does with his ham on a deck of cards

in & hesrt gama, PRunor has 1t that

ERAMER thinks the object of the game im to
got 100 first., The r two members
the Division are AN WILLIAHM "EILL® DEYOLNG
and Mr. snd Mre, ZOLKOSEY'e 1ittle boy
BOBBEY., SEI is one of the three brother
combinations in the squadron., He ig re=
ported to like it better in the AE shop
even though mach of his time is spent get-
ting his [ifteen hours of sleep. DEYOUNG
alnost missed out on the "Good Deal® nine
month deployment. BILL checked into the
squadron only four days before we laft May-
port, What n welcominmg present! HMust sign
off now becauee scmecne has a job (first
one this year) for the Firgt ILieutenant
Mvialon £o do.




assistant end reocwned Weepons Tralning
Officer ip "lat ms tedl you hovw it weS..."
1%, BEN (Tex) WHITTEN. Falrness =nd e=
quality to all in pilot £light schedul-
ing is parformed by our sedate Flight
Officer, Le.(jg) BILL ("Puke) AVEETT.
Compunicstions and pavigetion sre hand-
lad by "alunys y Dot always thera®
Lt.{jg) DENNY FLINN. Defender of a group
of unintelligent, nearshighted -?nﬂ.n‘hﬁ.
and member of same (namely 150'z), is

It.{jg) JIM WICKES. A broad spectrum
of timsly imtelligence reports that are
both relsvant snd irrelevant, accurate
and inaccurate, end intermizsd with
eye—catching "relief siudiss", are
provided by our "Where's Herbia?® Adr
Intelligence Offiser, Lt.(jg) THIX
SDMOES. The mamy {light records are
insccorately madntained by ocur two
capable and proficient mastera of patience,
movie showing, chess, and cribbage,

Ops yooman ATH3 Wayne CARSTEMS and
Gomn yeomen ATRAN PAUL MAROTSKEID.

§loce becoming permanantly at-
tached to the Shang again in Felbruary,
ths Squadron's operatlicoal flight per-
formance has besn most rewarding. During
the two week ORI crulse we flew more
hoara than doring any momth of o aomp=
what lege=than~desired training cyols,
and distinguighsed ourselves as belng the
best bambars in the Air Wing. (Maintemance
degerves a well dons for thedr ocutstand-
ing support of sir ops during this period.)
Bvery pllot demonstrsted professiocallsm
and combat potential., e ars ready and
now on our way. Our goal is to be the
best bombors and flyerg in our fine Lir
Wing, and to have 100f attendance at our
Firet squadron party in Decembaers




to varlous depariments of the ahipis
gompany, (We have a similar requirement
when staticped at Ceall Fisld, but to &
leaser extent, about ten mam.) About
belf of this thirty are TAD for the ene
tire pine-month crulse, a dosen to the
direralt Intermediste Maintersnoe Depact-
ment (ATMD) and thres Filippino Nationals
who work me stewards in the werdroom.
The men asslgned to AIHD parform complete
maintenance oo alreraft coomponents thet
pguadrop-level (organdzstionsl) maioten-
anss fanilitiss cannot provide dus to
the llsdted smount of space aboard ahip.
The work on everything from engines to
complex electronic equipment, depsnding
en thelr apeeislty, or ®"rating®,

The other fifisen or so mam are TAD
for of ninety-dsys,; and upon

on of thelr TAD tours, they re—

twrn to one of the squadron divisions
and other mon from the sguoadron taks
thalr place. These ninsty-days tours
are for such purposea as the ahip's

HELNTEGS OF EATE DESICHATIOHE

ADS = Avistion Machinist Mata

40 = Aviation (rdnancsmen

AT = dviation Elsotranics Techoleian
AE = Aviation Elactrieisns

AMS = Avistion Stroctural Mechanie

AMA = Aviation Strocturel Machsnle (Hy=

dranlica)

AME = Aviation Structural Mechenie (Bafe-
ty Equipment)

AL = Aviation Helntemsmes Adminisirs-
ticoman

A% = Aviation Fire Cootrol Technieisn

FR = dvistion Survival Equipmentman
(Formerly Parnchute Rigger)

PN = Personnalmen

¥H - Yeonan

FORMER, TEANGIS RETTRN

"Hocket Two® in the squadron is
omr Eyecutive Offlcer, Cdr, DAN GEOL-
80N, Known to all as "I0", he's ome of
the few Maval Aviators around who spent
a tour of duty {lying (lighter-than-)
sirghipa, and we never lst him forpet it.
But in retalistion, Cdr. GHOLSON alweys
has hie 1ittle red notebook to rely on,
though little doeg he know it's the ob=
ject of & JO burisal-sgt-mnea plotl

Apother femiliar face which we
can'™ ovarlook belengs to Lt., BOB (Eiema)
ETRM, the hir Wing Admin Officer end &
waver of the almighty peddlss (130) from
vey back. In fact, Lt.(jg) KIEM flew
many & gtrikes migpsion in Th-12 when tha
squadron was over here in 1966 aboard the

B8 Frapklis I, Hoogewelt.

SAFETY DERARTHENRT

Although the emellast depart-
ment, eafety plays a major role in
Vi=12s Every man is responsibls for
safety during cperatiomsl evolutions
and roctine shipbosrd duties. We hopa,
through an anergetic safety program
end a1l hends effort, to make this
eridse an accident fres one. Ae safety

is important in our livea at sea, weo
that our loved ones back hboms are

FEE]
E
i
:
?
|




HAINIERAMCE DEIPARIIERD

The Meintensres Deperiment is the
biggest, the best, the bardest working,
ard the meat important depsriment in
the wholes squadroo. As much, we shouwld
glwmys get the best living spaces, tha
wmost liberty; the best food; and all the
good deala thet come slong.

Kow that we have paid due regard to
the hmor required ln sn article of this
type, we forget the fairy telea and re-
turn to real life. Seariously, oow, of
the three depariments (Haisterancs, Opa,
and Admin} we are, in fact, the largest
wlth about 85% of the tetal complement.
Our task, simply stated, is %o keep all
af the plansg sapable of performing
thelr assigned misslopns all of the tiss
in the moat safe end affisient marner
possible.

The start of this eruise wes he-
ralded with several personnel changes
baginning right from the top. LODR RAY
LODGE stepped into the "boss man® spot,
relleving LCDH BEN NICHOLS Just prlor
to deployments Two oew "old selte", LI.
JACK JACESOH and LT. ART CORNEIT, ar-
rived on board just in time to make &
great contributlon durdng the last mip=
ute flail af changes and fixea thet al=
weys geam to interrupt & well-daperved
rost bafore several lang montha of hard
work, ART will held dewm the Mainteoancse
Control and Materisl (Supply) Divisloos
whils JACK, in addition to bedng assigned
as thwlity Lgsurance Divisisn Officer,
willl sssure & smooth flow of work and
information while the Beas 1a flying hia
aseigned missions in South East Asla,

Another change of jobe found LT. (jg)
BILL NORRIS assuming the duties of Fower
Flanta IMvision Officer,

Although there are many long hours
and deyas of hard work ahead of us, there
will alsc be sone wonderful, fun-filled
henra epent on liberty in strange, oxotic

s which will remain in our mamories

g aftar the sveat and ptralin of work
and the perturbations of shipboerd life
bave besn forgotien.

i L, DIV

Something new has been added in Mainter
mnce Gontrol sines the last report. Guite
& bit &5 o matter of fact. There's a oew
Magter Comtrellsr, A008 "MOE? HORRISON,
and & new (old) Ddvision Officer, LT ART
COANETT. Chiaf SCHAFFER went o the hos-
pital at HAS Jacksomnville, mnd LT YOUNG
transferred to KVAH-13 in KMlbeny, Georgla.
Since the lnst we've nlso moved fram our
erowded afficeat Cecll to our over crowd=
ed cubby hole aboerd the Shang. We'we
worked out mosat of the kinks, and are
making progress on the rest,

(hiaf CEAHIES HATHEE wap growing a oof-
plete beard (we thought) and worldng with
him on nights is AZ2 JOHN WHACT MCLANE.
HAC had an ontstending beard btut gave it
up dus to the lack of {lea powmder.

471 MIEE "GATORY CRATG 1s here, still
talldneg long, lowd; and continucusly, so
holidlng dewn the Control Desk durlng the
day iz AZ3 RICH KICHLINE.

i Data Anelyaie Eranch, AZ2 RAY DRVI:
has & handful of headashes with the ship's
Data Services Divisiop tut is slowly whip—
ping them out. Hopefully AAY will heve
pome useful iofe from thes within the next
nine months.




MATESTAL DIVISION

The Materisl Cemtral Divisies of the
sguadron's Malntenance Deparimect 1s beth
the sgupply offlce and sguedron book keep—
ar, It is the job of the "storekesper”
to order and keep track of svery thimg
frem jet eopines and elsctronic equip—
ment to paper elipe end esrplugs.

The Division Lis handled by LT ART
CORNETT. LT CORWETIT has just reparted
to the "Flying UBARGIA" from FAVAE=3 in
Albany, Georgla., Ha has slresdy hesrd
more Llmes than bhe would like to admit,
BART, I think I loet my sunglascag=—
-‘mﬂﬂr

Mmtdl last month the divislen wmea
suparvised by AEC BOBEY JACKSON who is
now anjoying the hospltality of HAS
Glyoco, Georgim. It just goes to prove
the old saying “write your Congresamsn®,

The new Petty Officer in charge is
AKT PCHARLIE" WAYMAW, fraesh at ses after
42 montha in sunfilled (%) Meridian.
Higgss

Our other ney additions ar 4KY S0H
WELCH, He reports aboard for his first
ghipboard duty from ViP-62, And AN FLET-
CHEH NOE, MAdrman HOE 1s also enjoying
bis first taste of mes life,.

ot the "ald hands" AE3
DAVE MLESTAS apnd AN ED "AMIGOT HOEERD.

Balieve it or mot, thisa illustrious
erew contained oot ons veteran of an
equator croasing uwntil Mawah 11, when
the Pollywogs were inisted into the
Boyal (rder of Eing Neptuna's ®3HELL-
BACHS®,

Thet's all for now from our salty
shellbacks, next dssus, will festwre bio=
graphical notes on owr colorful crew.

=T=

URAN Ly

Quality dssurance Division; while not
boasting of the largest shop, definitely
has the most handsome meabers in the Eaine-
tenance department,

The black gong im white shivts or batw
ter knoun as the fearsome foursome has for
its head inspector "CHOCE" SPURGEON, e sperk
chaser from Garlis Fatch, Hew Maxlco. Ha
rune the shop with an iron hend end his hob-
bieg includs brain surgery and ping pong.
Hs i nlsc & qualified instructor om the
Catel=line Taila,

His wnderstudy and fledgling white
ghirt iz & likemahle ouss who haile from
the same neck of the woods, and is a cronie
nose picker called TOM (OEAREBDY) OIERHART,
Bp0Y MECHAWICH. His transition from the
greage and grephite of jet sogines to clean
sbheets hes left him gpeschless, but werda
are sxpected sometime arownd Subiec Bay.

Our wonder boy End Alr Frames loapector
iz ED ROB5, jeck of all trades, magter of
none. He earrisa the titls of S8eilor of
the Menth for February whieh is readily
gvident by the shiny backside of his frou-
gers and a scar on his right thunb dus to
& mechanical malfunetlion of s bell polnt pen,
Alan for this aumrd he will be given an a1l
exzpanse paid trip around the world.

O Ordnance expert from Miemi and
chiaf sleter 1a FRANK BOURIE; lnown &0 aone
as ®Depaty Dog". The ad ure laft
many sad hearts throughout his fan club in
the United States but he is looking forward
to his Far Bast members at his firat port
calls

During these long aalling days we are
taleing time to get the ahop up to date in
the Tech. ILibrary department and to update
all our paper work prior to starting ocome
bat operations. Turing flight coperations ,
the Quality Assnrance Divialsn personnsl
are the lagt ocnes to final-chenk the sir-
craft prior to the catepult shot,

Officer- of the Guality Assur=
ance [Hvision is Va-12's new Assistant
Medntensves Offiser, LT, JAOE JAGKSON, who
bad the distinction of maneging to spand
28 years in the MHavy without ever belng in=
itinted into the Ordar of Shellbsska,
The "Iittls Glant® (055 SHANGAI-IA} salved
that problem on March 11th.



EOWERL FIANTS DIVISTON

The TA=12 FPower Flants Shop is a joviel

conglomeration of men the likes of which
the world hss mever hed to endore before.
off our of merry men ias
none other than ADJSC J. J. HONT, whose
friends and enemies alike sonetimes refer

to him aa JESSIE JAHMES HUNT behind his tmclk.

It's quite conceivable that hia nickname ig
derived from the faet that, liks kis nisk-

paEes sake; he hes a mild temper and & 1ight-
ening finger (the latter of whish quickly de=

legstes responsibility for & job to be done
by his gubordinates),

Gecond in eommand is ADJY W. F. HERTL,
who thro oo fenli of his owm, i3 a strong
believer in ®Jets are for Hids". It is not
umsusl to see this nosepdoker walking
around & jet engine muttering to hinself
ebout the obwlons faet that thers srse no
propellers oo these new=fangled machines.
Sorry BILL, &in't it & xomar?

The number three man is ADN1 OJIM"
HESTER, & mild-marmersad gprit froe the great
stete of Alabens, His keen wit and not-ac—
keen mustache make hig underlings roar with
laughter,

thedr own wedght in fourth pos-
ition are the "THEEE Musketsars®(1), ADLN2's

(DEIFFY) CARROLL, (UNCLE BUMKY) VENEMA, snd
ADJ3 (GINO) GIACOONE, (Liberty hounds thru
and thru). The rest of the gang are 4ADJ2
L. P. (LEAD FLATE) WRIGHT, ADJ2 JAMES

(14 page letters sach night) VILLNOW, and
ADJ3 (GOLDIE) GOLDBURN. Al1l have bean
Inown to0 complets an assigned task every
oov and then.
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turn to the stetes, but our time hers
will also be filled with exotile ports:
Flo de Janelro; Hoog Eong; Sesebo, Japan;
and eppecislly Australis and Hew Zealsnd,

So votil the coast line of CONUS ap=
pears our goal hers 1mder the sbls super-
vision of LTJG LANNGM (known to his fel-
low pilote s "Fat Tom®™) and Chisf NZH-
HiN w111 gontinve to be 40 in all
respecis.

AMEZ RANKTN IS CONGRATULATED BY THE
SELFFER 0N HIE HECENT FROMOTTION.




MEET THE OEDNANCE SHOP

Tou might say upon wallking inteo emr
Ordnance Shop, oo the Shangri=la, that
wo work in & very messy place, A pec=
ond patlent look will tell you what
you're sesing, in actoslity, i organ-
ized confusion. Overall man-in-sharge
g WO HAEEY LOVEIT who, with the =id
of Chief ELLIS BOWERS, keeps the work
lead fluld, the men primed for warious
jobe and the work srea in consatsrt dis-
order.

Ogr ghop consigts of two teama, each
team having & day shift and night shift
af twelve hourag,. The Ordnance Tesm hes
responsibility for keeping cur weapons

fonctiondng or the sircraft
loaded with wespons for pending or lo-
mediste migaions, ED BODWAY and FRED
EIGHT initinte the day's workloads from
mispion plans filtersd down from sbove,
uslng thelr Firsi Class experisoce to
get tha importent work finished guickly.
Then coms owr Seconds,; JIM GARLAND and
T MolINN, Both ere hendy with cards,
fuzas, bear, bomb loading, and redsing
e lot of cain on the besah. EARL

THORKTON walbs around, trd now and
then, mmbling aboot how he is.
BRDCE HIWE

and apilling his coffes on first drafts
of my creatloms., HOBERT FICCINTHNI
glances up from his diagrams, chuckles
gt the scens of my dlempair end slusys saye
"Dat's Beauteeful] ™

Ton've met ws a8 & mixiuore of fallasy,
faplt, and htmor; each man & personable
wit of his own, right? Bubt from this
inddvidnsldem flows a dedisated spense af
pride and professionalism thet, wmited

effective, lethal delivery systam.




LINE DIVISION

The Line Division consists of
about twenty men, twelwe of which are
designated as Flane Capteins for cur
Douglas A4C Skyhawks, During £1ight
operations, these twelwe men work
longer houre than any other division
in the .
The Iine Divieion has the highly
giilied job of inspacting, servicing,
and cleaning the planes. Inspections
are conducted daily, before sach flight,
end upon oompletion of each f1ight,

Clemning the airplanss sar some-
timez be & real drag, especially vhen
we can ugually expect the ship's stack
gas to mllify our efforts, It seems
thet every tims there is & spare mo-
ment, someone says, 0K, let's pet
washing thoge airplanas", Hut after
all the grumbling and crying, everyone
is on his g washing ewmor,

Lt(jg) JACK ("Sehuffles") KEN-
HEHLY ia the Line Division Officer,
constantly bores fellow officera (or
azyona who will listen, for that mat-
tar) with tales of how great hies hems
gtate of North Cerolina 13, But this
Tarheel's ability to fly the "mestbell®
in on his carrier landings on the Faob.
DRI aruiss was second to mone.

Chisf BOBEY HART has just re-
turned to the Line OPD Billet aftsr =
year in charge of the check orew., ADJ2
JOE CASSEL i1s cur new line petty of=
Tloer, having been assigned to ths
"Iiss of Death" Squadron frem V-S4,
is ably assisted in this espacity by
ADJ3 JOEN COOE, a Westpac Veteran from
Vi-106,

We also have aome mév arrivels
from the various shops, whish wers ne-
eopsary to bring us back up to our
required complement, ADJ3 BILL WADE
transferred in from the Power Flants
Divialon, mnd AMH3 AOOZR LIKDEMITE ard
AMS3 DALE LACTNESS ceme to ue from Adre
frames,

AMEY JOHN O'COMMELL i3 an old hand
&F plane captain of girpreft L00, Ane
other seccnd-cruise man, our faverits,
is LOU {"Armfod") ARMSTRONG, F/0 of
401, On aircraft 402 we have JERRY
WODRIFF. Ouwr 11%tle Drummer Boy, BOB
FRTIN, has the respensibilities for
airoraft 403,

He

Then there's CEORGE DAVIS on 404y

& twoe=time winner of "F/C of the Momth"
awverd, CECIL ("Willie") WILLIAMS, "The
Hantucklan®, has 406, These two own &
gat of weighte, and Willie seeme mat
on gaining a1l the pounds thet George
is losing, We wish them luvek,

The biggest on the line is MIEE
CECCARELLI, P/C of 405, He's alweys in
the middle of amy monkey shines going
on. "Ratso® RIZZ0, on alreraft LO7, 1=
our 1ittle New York boy. Then therels
FHIL EAFF; the real heavyweipht of the
line division, who does & commerdabla
job on £10,

Now we ooms to our 1itfle Cali-
ir'uruim:, NICE SEARCH, in ef 411,

Ee'e our friapdly & «»J The two
Georgia peashes (7) :?-ﬂ'% S0iE-
BOROUGH and JOE TURMER, Steve tskes care
of 412, while Jos has the grimy job of
refilling the oll reperveirs in the
planes when they return from a haop,

Least but not least are the twe
Oicfes, ATR3 ELETH3 and ATJ? CLOWERS,
who help to run the whole show during
Iﬂ.E]!t m,'h't 1]




Coant?

We have four men
from the line (T4D), Mﬁ
oldtimers Mike Smith ang Tim Costells,
who work in the ship's lsundry, Tum
Divoomersa are AMS3 Compton and ADTAN
Irving, who are assigned to the galley,
Wa hope fnrm!ulrratmtuthnum
Tor thess mnan,

March 11th was & day of grief for
all ®Follywogs", (4 Follywog being one
vho has not yet crossed the equatar)
atd on this dey the "Chellbacks® infti-
ated ua imto the Royal Domain of Eing
Beptume, 411 thlwa-fl'uuthuFat.Buhr
end the Royml Barber to the {ught11)

the

for sush an BREFEEnOy,. With
this equipmemt, Avigtorg and their esrews
are able to abandon their dissbled airgraft
&nd parachuts to safety and murvive on
land, at sea, or even in the Aretic wmate-
dands, all becanse the P

TANWER hae been assigned to the main
loft on the ship, leaving VERN and MARK
to "haok® the lsag by themsolves, In
June, VERN is leaving for shore duty in
Corpus Christi, Texas, 8 4% looks 1ike
you've got §f, MARK,

Sinoe MARK ig g "RISINC-TRATNED RIOGERN
he should be a regular ball of fire an
liberty as well as in the Shop. HBowsver
ginoe STAPLES im Eolng to be merrisd
next February, he'll have to leave it up
to the rest of the aquadran €0 hold up
the reputation of WA-12 on liberty,

ALl the Riggers mre hoping for the
cruise to go by gqulokly so they san be
home with their loved ones sgain,

AEE Tohn MeLane récelves & "wall dapgn
from CDE PETERIEN Tor hiag March
advancemant




ELECTRIC SHOP

Would you belleve the Elastric Shop
gongists of seven elsctricians and two new
k1dp? TUpon departore, we chosge sides to
28 wha would work when, The following
wera coovicted to work with AEl LEOHARD
"WERL.E® HELL on days: Besrded AEZ 00N HIS-
84N, Bearded AE3Z EDDIE ANNIBALE, RE3 "VON-
ZIFFER"™ IDMMERMAN, and oma of the new lcidas,
day check's "iickstand", GREG 5, FAVATA,
bettar kmown ma ®GROUND SUFFORT FAHARDO",

Those comvicted to play cards and gam-
ble on niphta were AEL HAROLD DURKEY, AE2
RONNIE HOLCROFT, AE3 "BUZZARD* BERMIO, and
their new kid, ANDT EROWNH. y

We hawe four other elestrieliana, but
they are working elsevhere. AE2 STEVE
(WIKGS is loafing in ATHD. AN LARHY
EINDER, and AEAW JAY "MACH® MOKELVEY ave
both keeping the chow linea moving. Last
tut not lesst Mr. and Mra, BOLECSET'g
little boy BOEEY is doing a fine job of
houeskeaping for us,

A1l af the men in the Electric Shop are
responsible for the highly technical slec-
triesl systame af the ALD Skyhewk, Although
ve are just a small (but integral) part af
the maintenance acmplex that services the
alrernft; we pesm to get the majority of
the "gripaea",

In the near fatuee, oor jobs will be-
gome more demending, because of the heavy
flight schedulss whille operating in the
combat sone. But don't worry; all nine
NEPARY CHASFRS" will pull together, and
wa'll get the job donal

For the majority of the shop, thie
erulse will be our last; we are nll lodlk-
ing forumrd to beling home with our wivea,
gielfriands, families, and frisnds,

ZLECIRONIOS SHOE

To ths friends, wives; and interssted
readarst Va-12'g AT-Shop 1s still intast
regardleas of our ecntlimoous eonplalists, Ow
Divislsn Officer is Ex-blackshoe 14, ROBY
DAY, who spende most of hip time training
the other pilots in the use of this complex
alectronie equipment er prastieing en tha
bagpipes., Through the experiance and
leadership of Chief JOHN ECCLESTCN, [and
the hard work of a1l hande) we have somshow
transformed the ridiculoums mess of black
boxea inta & vital part of our Skyhawhs,
Twelve hours & day we hawve sFirlved; some
oy sunlight, soms by flashlight, but today
when all gathered inte the shop, we gould
gee tha fruita of our labhors, And ns ona
regretted the long hours; we weme proud
af our almost imposslbls achievemant.

Credit for this outstanding job
goes to AT1 H, ¥V, DOLE, AT1 BOUD WHITE,
ACF2 DANNY WATEOHR, ATN2 ROBERT M-
FEAGOR, ATHZ JOHN HENRY, ATNZ BOB
REAQAN, ATRZ JCHN MALONEY, ATW3 ARTHUR
MANUSH, ATR] CHARLIE HOLS¥R, ATH) TED
PRAHL, ATR3 RICHARD E(MAISEI, ATR3
DOUG WEHRMAN, ATRAN RICHARD BENSON,

ATRAN TIM MOGAFEY,; and AN RAY DUNKUM,

Getting these airplanes of I the
front end of this ship in pood shape is
our jobj; but ouwr 1ife flow stems from
those we left behind. May God bless
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